







THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 








—- 


Vor. V.] Saturday, December 5, 1818. 


—__—__4___ ——— 


[No. 17. 











MORAL REFORMATION IN NEWGATE. 


The following account of the benevolent and heroic undertak- 
ing of Mrs. Fry, and her worthy associates, to meliorate the moral 
condition of the wretched female tenants of Newgate, appeared 
some time since in the American Daily Advertiser, as extracted 
from a work recently published in London. It should have found 
a place sooner in our Numbers, had not a press of other matter pre- 
vented it. It will doubtless be read with unusual interest at any time ; 
but more especially so at a period when the attention of this com- 
munity is alive to the importance of inculcating religious knowledge, 
and christian principles, as the means both of delivering from, and 
preventing that state of degradation and misery, among a certain 
class of people, which spring from the abounding depravity always 
more or less prevalent in large cities. While we admire the enter- 
prising philanthropy of those venerated females to whom we are 
indebted for the successful experiment they have made in this in- 
stance in favour of humanity, we cannot but feel our attachment 
increased to that blessed gospel whose grace can inspire such self- 
denial, courage, and perseverance in well doing, as are exhibited 

» on the part of those who attempted this admirable beneficence, 

; and which is capable, on the other hand, of softening and subdu- 

ing the ferocity, and changing the habits of such hardened and 
abandoned wretches as are here described. 


LADIES’ COMMITTEE. 


Proceedings of the Ladies’ Committee at Newgate, London. 


About four years ago Mrs. Fry was induced to visit Newgate, 
by the representations of its state, made by some persons of the 
Society of Friends. 

She found the female side in a situation which no language can 
describe. Nearly three hundred women, sent there for every gra- 
dation of crime; some untried, and some under a sentence of death, 
were crowded together in the two wards and two cells, which are 
now appropriated to the untried, and which are found quite inade- 
quate to contain even this diminished number with any tolerable 
convenience. Here they saw their friends, and kept their multi- 
tudes of children, and they had no other place for cooking, wash- 
ing, eating, and sleeping. 

They slept on the floor, at times one hundred and twenty in one 
ward, without so much as a mat for bedding, and many of them 
were very near naked. She saw them openly drinking spirits, and 
her ears were offended by the most terrible imprecations. Every 
thing was filthy to excess, and the smell was quite disgusting. Every 
one, even the Governor, was reluctant to go among them. He 
persuaded her to Jeave her watch in the office, telling her that his 
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presence would not prevent its being torn from her. She saw 
enough to convince her that every thing bad was going on., In 
short, in giving me this account, she repeatedly said: “ All I tell 
thee is a faint picture of the reality: the filth, the closeness of 
the rooms, the ferocious manners and expressions of the women 
towards each other, and the abandoned wickedness which every | 
thing bespoke, are quite indescribable.” One act, which I re- 
ceived from another quarter, marks the degree of wretchedness 
to which they were reduced at that time. Two women were seen 
in the act of stripping a dead child, for the purpose of clothing 
a living one. 

At that time she clothed many of the children, and some of 
the women, and read to them some passages in the Bible; and the 
willing and grateful manner with which, even then, they attended 
to her admonitions, left upon her mind a strong desire to do more 
for their advantage, and a conviction that much might be done. 

Circumstances, however, rendered any efforts, on her part, im- 
possible, for the long period of three years. 

About Christmas, 1816, she resumed her visits, and she found 
that many, and very essential, improvements had been made 
by the Jail Committee ; especially, the females were less crowd- 
ed, as they occupied, in addition to their former rooms, the 
state apartment, consisting of six wards and three cells, and 
the yard attached to them; they were provided with mats, and 
two gratings were erected to prevent close communication between 
prisoners and their visiters. With all these improvements, how- 
ever, the prison was a dreadful scene. 

She found, she believes, all the women playing at cards, or 
reading improper books, or begging at the grates, or fighting for 
the division of the money thus acquired, or engaged in the mys- 
teries of fortune-telling ; for there was one amongst them who pre- 
tended to look into futurity, and the rest, who believed nothing else, 
were eager and implicit believers in the truth of her divinations. 

Want of employment was the subject of their continual lamen- 
tation. They complained that they were compelled to be idle; and 
that having nothing else to do, they were obliged to pass away the 
time in doing wrong. I cannot better describe their state than in the 
words of Mrs. Fry: “I soon found that nothing could be done, or 
was worth attempting for the reformation of the women, without 
constant employment; as it was, those who were idle were con- 
firmed in idleness, and those who were disposed to be industrious 
lost their good habits. In short, they went there to have the work 
of. corruption completed ; and subsequent examination has disco- 
vered to me the cases of many, who before this period had come.to 
Newgate alinost innocent, and who left it depraved and profligate 
in the last degree.” “As she had then no hopes of any provision of 
labour, her design was confined to about thirty children, whose mi- 
serable condition much affected her. They were almost naked, and 
seemed pining away for want of food, air, and exercise : but their 
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personal sufferings was the least part of their wretchedness. What 
but certain ruin must be the consequence of education in this scene 
of depravity? At her second visit she requested to be admitted 
alone, and was locked up with the women, without any turnkey, for 
several hours. When she mentioned to those who had families, 
how grievous and deplorable she considered the situation of their 
offspring, and her desire to concur with them in establishing a 
school, the proposal was received, even by the most abandoned, 
with tears of joy. They said they knew too well the misery of sin 
to wish to have their children brought up in it; that they were ready 
to do any thing which she might direct ; for it was horrible, even to - 
them, to hear their infants utter oaths and filthy expressions amongst 
the first words they learned to articulate. She desired them 
maturely to consider the plan; for that she would not undertake 
it without their full and steady co-operation: but that if they were 
determined to persevere in doing their part, she would do hers, 
and that the first step would be to@ppoint a governess. ‘This she 
left entirely to them, and they were to consider who was the most 
proper person for that appointment. 

Consideration served only to confirm their desire for the instruc- 
tion of their children. At her next visit they had selected a young 
woman as school-mistress, and her conduct does credit to their 
discernment ; for she has behaved throughout with signal propriety, 
and in no instance has she been known to transgress any rule. The 
elder women repeated their promises of entire obedience, if the 
trial might but be made; and several of the younger came to her, 
and intreated to be admitted to the intended school, saying, how 
thankful they should be for any chance of reformation. 

Having thus obtained the consent of the females, her next object 
was to secure the concurrence of the Governor. She went to his 
house, and there met both the Sheriffs and the ordinary. She 
told them her views ; which they received with the most cordial 
approbation, but at the same time unreservedly confessed their 
apprehensions that her labours would be fruitless. At the next 
interview they stated, that they had thoroughly examined the pri- 
son, and were truly sorry to say they could not find any vacant 
spot suitable for her purpose, and therefore feared the design 
must be relinquished. Conclusive as this intelligence appeared, 
her heart was then too deeply engaged in the work, and her judg- 
ment too entirely convinced of its importance, to allow her to 
resign it, while one possibility of success remained. She again 
requested to be admitted alone amongst the women, that she might 
see for herself; and if her search then failed, she should be con- 
tent to abandon her project. She soon discovered a cell which 
was unused, and this cell is the present school-room. Upon this 
she returned to the Sheriffs, who told her she might take it if she 
liked,. and try the benevolent, but almost hopeless experiment. 

The next day she commenced tie school, in company with a 
young lady, who then visited a prison for the first time, and who 
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since gave me a very interesting description of her feelings upon 
that occasion. The railing was crowded with half naked women 
struggling together for the front situations with the most boisterous 
violence, and begging with the utmost vociferation. She felt as if 
she was going into a den of wild beasts; and she well recollects 
quite shuddering when the door closed upon her, and she was lock- 
ed in with such a horde of novel and desperate companions. This 
day, however, the school surpassed their utmost expectations: 
their only pain arose from the numerous and pressing applications 
made by young women, who longed to be taught and employed. 
The narrowness of the room rendered it impossible to yield to 
these requests, whilst a denial seemed a sentence of destruction, 
excluding every hope, and almost every possibility of reformation. 

These ladies, with some others, continued labouring together 
for some time, and the school became their regular and daily oc- 
cupation ; but their visits brought them so acquainted with the dis- 
sipation and gross licentiousness prevalent in the prison, arising, 
as they conceived, partly from want of certain regulations, but 
principally from want of work, that they could not but feel earnest 
and increasing solicitude to extend their institution, and to com- 
prehend within its range the tried prisoners. ‘This desire was 
confirmed by the solicitations of the women themselves, who in- 
treated that they might not be excluded. Their zeal for improve- 
ment, and their assurances of good behaviour, were powerful 
motives ; and they tempted these ladies to project a school for the 
employment of the tried women, for teaching them to read and 
to work. , 

When this intention was mentioned to the friends of these ladies, 
it appeared at first so visionary and unpromising, that it met with 
very slender encouragement. They were told that the certain con- 
sequence of introducing work, would be, that it would be stolen; 
that though such an experiment might be reasonable enough if 
made in the country, among women who had been accustomed to 
hard labour, yet that it was quite destitute of hope, when tried 
upon those who had been so long habituated to vice and idleness. 
It was strongly represented that their materials were of the very 
worst description; that a regular London female thief, who had 
passed through every ‘stage and every scene of guilt; who had 
spent her youth in prostitution, and her maturer age in theft and 
knavery, whose every friend and connexion are accomplices and 
criminal associates, is of all characters the most irreclaimable. 

Novelty indeed, might for a time engage their attention, and 
produce a transient observance of the rules of the school ; but this 
novelty could not last for ever : the time would come when employ- 
ment would be irksome, subordination would irritate their unruly 
feelings ; deep rooted habits, modes of thinking and acting imbibed 
in their cradles, and confirmed by the whole tenor of their lives, 
would resume their ascendency; violent passions would again 
burst out, and the first offence that was given would annihilate the 





ae i | et — 


Oo 





“Moral reformation in Newgate. 517 


controul of their powerless and self-appointed mistresses. In short, 
it was predicted, and by many too, whose wisdom and benevolence 
added weight to their opinions, that those who had set at defiance 
the law of the land, with all its terrors, would very speedily revolt 
from an authority which bad nothing to enforce it, and nothing 
more to recommend it than its simplicity and gentleness. 

That these ladies were enabled to resist the cogency of these 
reasons, and to embark and persevere in so forlorn and desperate 
an enterprise, in despite of many a warning without, and many an 
apprehension within, is not the least remarkable circumstance in 
their proceedings ; but intercourse with the prisoners had inspired 
them with a confidence which was not easily to be shaken; and 
feeling that their design was intended for the good and the bappi- 
ness of others, they trusted that it would receive the guidance and 
protection of Him, who often is pleased to accomplish the highest 
purposes by the most feeble instruments. 

With these impressions, they had the boldness to declare that if 
2 committee could be found, who would share the labour, and a ma- 
tron, who would engage never to leave the prison day 6r night, they 
would undertake to try the experiment; that is, they would find 
employment for the women, procure the @ecessary money, till the 
city could be induced to relieve them from the expense, and be 
answerable for the safety of the property committed into the hands 
of the prisoners. 

This Committee immediately presented itself: it consisted of 
the wife of a clergyman, and eleven members of the Society of 
Friends. They professed their willingness to suspend every other 
engagement and avocation, to devote themselves to Newgate: and 
in truth, they have performed their promise. With no interval of 
relaxation, and with but few intermissions from the call of other 
and more imperious duties, they have lived amongst the prisoners. 
At first, every day in the week, and every hour in the day, some of 
them were to be found at their post, joining in the employments, 
or engaged in the instruction of their pupils; and at this very pe- 
riod, when the necessity of such close attendance is much abated, 
the matron assures me that, with only one short exception, she 
does not recollect the day on which some of the ladies have {not 
visited the prison, that very often they have been with her by the 
time the prisoners were dressed ; have spent the whole day with 
them, sharing her meals, or passing on without any ; and have only 
left the school long after the close of day. 

Having provided the committee, the next requisite was a ma- 
tron. It so happened, that a gentleman who knew nothing of the 
objects in contemplation, called upon one of the Committee, to 
ask her assistance in procuring a situation for a respectable elderly 
woman, whom he had long known. She was in every way com- 
petent to the office of matron, was willing to undertake it, and has 
discharged its duties with exemplary fidelity. 
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It became then necessary to apply to those in authority, by 
whose ea and agency alone the design could be accom- 
plished. Mr. Cotton, the ordinary, and Mr. Newman, the Gover- 
nor, were invited to meet Mrs. Fry at her husband’s house. She 
represented to them fully her views—the plans she proposed to 
adopt—the difficulties with which she saw herself surrounded 
—her sense of the importance of the object, and her confi- 
dence in superior direction. Mr. Cotton fairly told her that 
this, like many other useful and benevolent designs for the im- 
provement of Newgate, would inevitably fail. Mr. Newman bade 
her not to despair: but he has since confessed, that when he came 
to reflect upon the subject, and especially upon the character of 
the prisoners, he could not see even the possibility of success. 
Both, however, promised their warmest co-operation. 

She next had an interview with Mr. Bridges, the sheriff; and 
having communicated to him her intentions, told him that they 
could not be carried into execution without the cordial support of 
himself and his colleague ; or without the approbation of the City 
Magistrates, from whom she asked nothing more at this time, than 
a salary for the matron, a comfortable room for her, and one for 
the Committee. He é&pressed the most kind disposition to assist 
her, and told her that his concurrence, or that of the city, would 
availher but little ; that the concurrence of the women themselves 
was indispensable ; and that it was in vain to expect that such un- 
tamed and turbulent spirits would submit to the regulations of a 
woman, armed with no legal authority, and unable to inflict any 
punishment. She replied, “ Let the experiment be tried, let the 
women be assembled in your presence, and if they will not consent 
to the strict observance of our rules, let the project be dropped.” 
On the following Sunday the two sheriffs, with Mr. Cotton and 
Mr. Newman, met the ladies at Newgate. Upwards of seventy 
women were collected together. One of the Committee explained 
their views to them; she told them that the 6nly practicable mode 
of accomplishing an object, so interesting to her and so important 
to them, was by the establishment of certain rules. 

They were then asked if they were willing to abide by the rules 
which it might be advisable to establish ; and each gave the most 
— assurances of her determination to obey them in all points. 

aving succeeded so far, the next business was to provide employ- 
ment. 

It struck one of the ladies, that Botany Bay might be supplied 
with stockings, and indeed all articles of clothing, of their manu- 
facture.—She therefore called upon Messrs. Richard, Dixon, & Co. 
of Fenchurch street, and candidly told them, that she was desi- 
rous of depriving them of this branch of their trade, and stating 
her views, begged their advice. ‘They said at once, that they 
would notin any way obstruct such laudable designs, and that no 
further _ need be taken to provide work, for they would en- 
cage to do if. 
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Nothing now re ed but to prepare the room ; and this diffi- 


culty was obviated by the sheriffs sending the carpenters. ‘The 
former laundry speedily underwent the necessary alterations—was’ 
cleaned and white washed-—and’in a very few days the Ladies’ 
Committee assembled in it all the tried female prisoners. One of 
the ladies began by telling them the comforts derived from indus- 
try and sobriety, the pleasure and the profit of doing right, and 
contrasted the happiness and peace of those who are dedicated 
to a course of virtue and religion, with that experienced in their 
former life, and its present consequences; and describing their 
awful guilt in the sight of God, appealed to their own experience, 
whether its wages, even here, were not utter misery and ruin. She 
then dwelt upon the motives which had brought the ladies into 
Newgate : they had left their homes and their families to mingle 
amongst those from whom all others fied ; animated by an ardent 
and affectionate desire to rescue their fellow-creatures from evil, 
and to impart to them that knowledge which themselves, from 
their education and circumstances, had been so happy as to 
receive. 

She then told them that the ladies did notcome with any absolute 
and authoritative pretensions ; that it was not intended that they 
should command, and the prisoners obey ; but that it was to be 
understood, that all were to act in concert; that not a rule 
should be made, or a monitor appointed, without their full and 
unanimous concurrence. ‘That for this purpose, each of the rules 
should be read, and put to the vote; and she invited those who 
might feel any disinclination to any particular, freely to state their 
opinion. The following were then read :—- 


RULES. 


1. That a matron be appointed for the general superintendence 
of the women. 


2. ‘That the women be engaged in needle work, knitting, or any 
other suitable employment. 

3. That there be no begging, swearing, gaming, card playing, 
quarreling, or immoral conversation. That all novels, plays, and 
other improper books be excluded ; and that all bad words be 
avoided : and any default in these particulars be reported to the 
matron. . 

4. That there be a yard keeper chosen from among the women 
to inform them when their friends come ; to see that they leave 
their work with a monitor when they go to the grating, and that 
they do not spend any time there except with their friends. If 
any oman be found disobedient in these respects, the yard keep- 
er is to report the case to the matron. 

5. "That the women be divided into classes of not more than 
twelve ; and that a monitor be appointed to each class. 

6. That monitors be chosen from among the most orderly of 


~ — that can read, to superintend the work and conduct of 
the others. 
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7. ‘That the monitors not only overlook men in their own 
classes, but if they observe any others disobeying the rules, that 
they inform the monitor of the class to which such person may 
belong, who is immediately to report to the matron, and the devi- 
ations to be set down on a slate. 

8. That any monitor breaking the rules shall be dismissed from 
her office, and the most suitable in the class selected to take her 

lace. 

9. That the monitor be particularly careful to see that the wo- 
men come with clean hands and face to their work, and that they 
are quiet during their employment. 

10. That at the ringing of the bell, at 9. 0’ ‘clock in the morning, 
the women collect in the work room to hear a portion of scripture 
read by one of the visiters or the matron; and that the monitors 
afterwards conduct the classes from thence to their respective 
wards in an orderly manner. 

ii. ‘That the women be again collected for the reading, at 
6 o’clock in the evening, when the work shall be given in charge 
to the matron by the monitors. 

12. That the matron keep an exact account of the work done 
by the women, and of their conduct. 

And as each was proposed, every hand was held up in testimony 
of their approbation. 

In the same manner, and with the same formalities, each of the 
monitors was proposed, and all were unanimously approved. 

When the, business was concluded, one of the visiters read aloud 
the 15th chapter of St. Luke—the parable of the barren fig-tree, 
seeming applicable to the state of the audience. Aftera period of 
silence, according to the custom of the Society of Friends, the 
monitors, with their classes, withdrew to their respective wards in 
the most orderly manner. 

During the first month the ladies were anxious that the attempt 
should be secret, that it might meet with no interruption ; at the 
end of that time, as the experiment had been tried, and had ex- 
ceeded even their expectations, it was deemed expedient to apply 
to the corporation of London. It was considered that the school 
would be more permanent, if it were made a part of the prison 
system of the city, than if it merely depended on individuals. In 
consequence, a short letter, descriptive of the progress already 
made, was written to the sheriffs. The next day an answer was 
received proposing a meeting with the ladies at Newgate. 

In compliance with this appointment, the Lord Mayor, the She- 
riffs, and several of the Aldermen attended. ‘The prisoners were 
assembled together, and it being requested that no alteration of 
their usual practice might take place, one of thé ladiesread aichap- 
ter in the Bible, and then the females proceeded to their various 
avocations. The attention during the time of reading, their order- 
ly and sober deportment, their decent dress, the absence of every 
thing like tumult, noise. or contention ; the obedience and the res- 
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pect shown by them, and the cheerfulness visible in their counte- 
nances and manners, conspired to excite the astonishment and ad- 
iration of their visiters. 

“a of these knew Newgate, had visited it a few months be- 
fore, and had not forgotten the painful impressions made by a scene 
exhibiting perhaps the very utmost limits of misery and guilt. 
They now saw, what, without exaggeration, may be called a trans- 
formation—riot, licentiousness, and filth, exchanged for order, so- 
briety, and comparative neatness to the chamber, the apparel, and 
the persons of the prisoners.—They saw no more an assemblage 
of abandoned, and shameless creatures, half naked and half drunk, 
rather demanding than requesting charity. The prison no more 
resounded with obscenity, and imprecations, and licentious songs ; 
and, to use the coarse, but the just, expression of one who knew 
the prison well, “ this heli upon earth” exhibited the appearance 
of an industrious manufactory, or a well regulated family. 

The magistrates, to evince their sense of the importance of the 
alterations which had been effected, immediately adopted the whole 
plan, as a part of system of Newgate, empowered the ladies to Pun: 
ish the refractory by short confinement, undertook part of the 
expense of the matron, and loaded the ladies with thanks and be- 
nedictions. 

About six months after the establishment of the school for the 
children, and the manufactory for the tried side, the committee re- 
ceived a most urgent petition from the untried, entreating that the 
. same might be done amongst them, and promising strict obedience. 
In consequence, the ladies made the same arrangements, proposed 
the same rules, and admiited in the same manner, as on the other 
side, the prisoners to participate in their enaction. The experiment 
has partly succeeded, but not to the same extent. They have had diffi- 
culty in procuring a sufficiency of work, the prisoners are not so dis- 
posed to labour, flattering themselves with the prospect of speedy 
release: besides, they are necessarily engaged, in some degree, in 
preparations for their trial. ‘The result of the observations of the 
ladies has been, that where the prisoners, from whatever cause, did 
no work, they derived little, if any, moral advantage ; where they 
did some work, they received some benefit, and where they were 
fully engaged, they were really and essentially improved. 

A year is now elapsed since the operation in Newgate began ; and 
those most competent to judge, the late Lord Mayor, and the pre- 
sent, the late Sheriffs and the present, the late Governor and the 
present, various grand Juries, the Chairman of the Police Commit- 
tee, the Ordinary, and the officers of the Prison, have all declared 
their satisfaction, mixed with astonishment, at the alteration which 
had taken place in the conduct of the females. 


(To be continued.) 
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ACCOUNT OF A MISSION 


To the Senecas and Munsees, performed by the Rev. Timothy 
Alden, President of Alleghany College, in the months of July and 
August—extracted from his letter to the Rev. Abvel Holmes, D. D. 
Sec. Soc, Prop. Gos. etc. 


Meadville, 28th Aug. 1818. 
Rev. awp Dear Sir, 


I now have the happiness to acknowledge the merciful hand of 
God, in carrying me, with safety, through the toils and the pleasures 
of another missionary tour among the Senecas, Munsees, and nu- 
merous settlements of white people in the circuitous route, in ful- 
filment of the gbligations of any second commission from the Soc. 
Prop. Gos. Ind. Oth. in North America. 

I left Meadville on Friday the third of July, and returned to my 
family on the tenth of the present month, having travelled 484 
miles, preached thirty-three times, and attended to the various 
other duties prescribed, as opportunity offered. 

As the principal object of your benevolent institution is to send 
the light of the Gospel to our tawny brethren of the American wil- 
derness, still groping in the darkness of heathenism, a somewhat 
minute account of those whom I was directed to visit will be just- 
ly expected. 

On Friday, the tenth of July, I arrived at the cabin of Hank 
Johnson, an interpreter of the Seneca and Munsee languages, 94 
miles from Meadville, in the Cataraugus Indian reservation, and 
made known to him the object of my mission. He immediately 
sent for Wen-diing-gith'-td#h, the chief warrior of the Senecas, who 
presently came. After a due introduction, I informed him of my 
errand from a society of good men, established near the big water, 
on the side of this island towards the rising sun. He expressed his 
gratitude at the notice taken of him and his people, and was glad 
that an opportunity would be given them to hear the gospel. 1 had 
contemplated addressing the Senecas and Munsees of this place 
on the following Sabbath. The chief warrior wished to know if it 
would not be convenient to have the meeting early next morning, 
as their hunters were ahout to leave the village and to be absent 
for several weeks ; adding, if agreeable to me to speak to them 
then, that they would defer their departure till after the religious 
exercises. I told him it would be perfectly agreeable to me. He 
then said that all the inbabitants of the reservation should be invit- 
ed that evening. He said further, that he could not compel their 
attendance, but that he did not doubt many would come. 

Early next morning, Saturday, I had some conversation, by the 
assistance of Johnson, with the chief warrior of the Munsees and a 
number of that tribe, about the things of religion. I had represent- 
ed that there is but one God, the creator of all things; and how- 
ever diversified the colour of the different tribes of men, yet all 
are descended from one pair; that all are by nature at enmity 
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with God; that all are under obligations to repent of their sins, to 
love God, and to love one another, like ‘brethren; and that we 
must be made to attain this happy disposition, or we can never ex- 
pect to be admitted into the society of the pure and blessed after 
death. 'The chief warrior of the Munsees asked if negroes, white 
men, and Indians, all go to the same place after death, if they love 
God and their fellow-creatures. In reply, I gave him to under- 
stand that God is no respecter of persons; and that all, of every 
nation, who love him with supreme affection, and love one another 
as he has commanded, will, after this life, be received into the same 
glorious mansions beyond the stars, become the companions of 
angels, and enjoy such a degree of happiness as no mortal can de- 
scribe nor conceive. 

Soon after this interview I repaired to the neat and commodious 
house of Wendungguhtah ; but it was eleven o’clock before my as- 
sembly was fully collected. In the mean time, he brought, for my 
inspection, a file of papers, which consisted principally of letters 
of different dates, directed to the Indians of this reservation, from 
the society of friends in Philadelphia, containing exhortations to 
attend to agricultural and mechanical employments ; and a state- 
ment of implements of husbandry forwarded or offered for their 
use, intermixed with good moral instructions. 

At length the assembly was convened, and consisted of thirty or 
forty Indians, anda few white people. The chief wavrior of the 
Munsees and two or three more of that tribe, only, were present.— 
Several other Seneca chiefs, besides Wendungguhtah were of the 
number. Johnson interpreted in Seneca with promptitude, and I 
doubt not, with correctness. All were attentive, and ye-ugh, the 
common exclamation of approbation, was often heard. I took no 
particular text as a guide, but spoke of many things which I 
thought proper, as they were presented to my mind, stopping at 
the end of every two or three sentences to give the interpreter op- 
portunity to do his part understandingly. A skeleton of my ad- 
dregg, so far as recollected, may not be unacceptable. 

[ represented that I was happy to speak to my red brethren of 
the things which belong to our everlasting peace ; that all men 
are of one blood, however different the shades of their complexion ; 
that there is one God and Saviour, to whom all must look, or they 
cannot be happy in the world to come; that the great end of this 
short and uncertain life is to prepare for death ; that the soul is.im- 
mortal; that the body will be raised from the dust; that the soul 
and body mg! be re-united at the resurrection of the dead, and for 
ever exist ‘Mh a state of infinite happiness or misery beyond the 
grave, according to the deeds done in the body. I spoke of our 
perishing condition by nature, the glorious attributes of God, and 
particularly of his compassion to every repenting and returning sin- 
ner. As an evidence of his compassion, it was urged that he had 
given us the Bible ; that the precious truths it contains came from 
heaven ; that we have various reasons for asserting that thev came 
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from that happy place, all of which I hoped that they would one 
day understand ; that 6n the present occasion, I should insist on one 
only, which they might easily comprehend—that of prophecies re- 
corded in that holy book, which we know to have been accomplish- 
ed long after their utterance. I spoke of the predictions relative 
to a happy period, fast approaching, and so near at hand that some 
of their children would probably live to witness it, when their white 
brethren would cease from injustice and all iniquity ; when the poor 
Indians and all the heathen tribes of the earth would understand 
the word of God, and would receive it with gladness ; when all men 
would forsake their wicked ways, love the truth, love God, and love 
one another. In the close of my address I exhorted them to repent- 
ance, to faith in the declarations of the Great Spirit, as handed to 
us in the Bible, and to frequent and earnest prayer that their minds 
might be enlightened to understand, and their hearts influenced to 
love the good and straight path which leads to heaven. 

After a short consultation among the chiefs, Wendungguhtah 
arose, and with a mild and pleasant voice addressed me in the fol- 
lowing manner, as represented by the interpreter : 

“ Brother, we thank you for coming to see us. We thank the 
Great Spirit that he has given you health and strength to come and 
talk to us about the words of God. We will thank the Great Spirit 
to preserve your health, and to prosper you in going to the other 
villages of your red brethren. 

” Brother, we have been told nearly the same things which you 
have now told us, by men of different societies. We have consider- 
edthem much. We fully understand every thing you have told us, 
and we shall take it into deeper consideration than we have ever 
done before. 

“ Brother, there are good and bad among us. Some are a long 
time in taking hold of the gospel. We hope all will one day take 
hold of it. Boother; we understand that you are going to Tonne- 


*wanta. Many chiefs are now assembled there in council; some of 


ours, some from Buffalo, some from Alleghany, some from Ggnne- 
seo, some from Cayuga, some from Oneida ; and they are all met 
together upon the same business you are on. It will be a good 
time for you to go to Tonnewanta.—We pray the Great Spirit to 
ive you strength to talk té your red brethren at Tonnewanta. You 
could not have come and talked to us if the Great Spirit had not 
given you strength.” 
Johnson said that he could recollect the whole of my address, and 
at some convenient time, when the Munsees ae together, 
he would repeat it to thein in their own tongue. After shaking 


hands with all the Indians, according to custom on such occasions, 
I took my leave and proceeded on the business of my mission to 
other places. 

On the 14th of July I arrived at Mr. Hyde’s, in the first village of 
the Buffalo Indians, and repaired to the cabin of Captain Billy, one 
of the aged chiefs. and stated to him mv wish to preach to his peo- 
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ple. He thanked the Great Spirit for giving me health and strength 
to come and see my red brethren once more. We agreed upon the 
following Sabbath for addressing the Indians of this place, and Cap- 
tain Billy promised to see them informed of the meeting. I told 
him that, in the meantime, I was going to Tonnewanta, He then 
said that he prayed the Great Spirit to give me health and strength 
to visit Tonnewanta, and to return to them in safety. 

I reached the council-house in Tonnewanta, Thursday noon the 
16th{of July, and communicated to the chiefs the object of my visit. 
They thanked me for the notice taken of them, and said that they 
would inform me, next morning, when it would be in their power 
to give me a hearing. At the time appointed, they stated that they 
were glad to see me there, and that they should be glad to have me 
preach to them as soon as they could get through the business of 
the council ; but as this was very abundant, they could not then set 
the day when they should be ready to attend to me. I was obliged 
to be with the Buffalo Indians on the following Sabbath, by anap- 
pointment, fora breach of which, no trifling excuse would atone. 

I regret exceedingly that I could not have had qernee to 
preach the gospel to such a multitude of chiefs, and their people 
assembled from different villages. If any day could have been fix- 
ed for an audience, [ would willingly have fulfilled my engagement 
to the Buffalo Indians and returned (33 miles) to Tonnewanta; 
but the limits of my time, the uncertainty as to the period of closing 
the council, and the wide field I had to traverse, precluded me the 
privilege and the honour. Several of the Indians expressed their 
desire to Mr. Harvey, one of the interpreters present, that the chiefs 
would postpone the business of the council, so as to give me oppor- 
tunity to address them on the subject of religion ; but it would have 
been an inexcusable breach of decorum for me to have attempted 
such a thing without the sanction of the chiefs. It is the custom 
at such councils to attend to all Indian business first, and then to any 
they may have with white people. The chiefs are expected to re- + 
peat all the speeches made, and to give an accurate account of all 
the transactions in council, on their return to their respective habi- 
tations. They have no method of recording any thing except in the 
tablet of their memory. If thg regular routine were to be interrupt- 
ed, it would be more difficult for them to retain the multitudinous 
matters, which it is expected will not be obliterated from their 
minds till fully reported. 

I spent two days in Tonnewanta, and was gratified in having, for 
the first time, an opportunity to witness the mode of conducting an 
aboriginal council. 

The council-house is 50 feet long and 20 wide. On each side 
of it is a platform, a little more than a foot high, and four feet wide, 
covered with furs, which furnishes a convenient place for sitting or 
sleeping. A rail across the centre separates the males from the fe- 
males, who are constant attendants, and diligently listen to whatever 
is said in council. Nigh each end of the building was a council 
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fire, over which large kettles of soup were hanging. The apertures 
in the roof convey away the smoke, so that itseldom annoys. The 
chiefs and others, as many as could be accommodated, in their ap- 
propriate grotesque habiliments, seated on the platform, smoking 
calumets of various forms, sizes, and materials, hung upon the lips 
of the orators, who successively arose and unwittingly displayed the 
charms of native eloquence. 

Daring the recess of the council, the young men had several kinds 
of amusements, one of which was running.—Fifteen or twenty of 
them ran eight miles in three quarters of anhour. In the evening 
there was a peace dance in the council house. Fifty, perhaps, per- 
formed the slow but violent and singular movements around the 
council fires, bowing respectfully towards the big soup kettles, as 
they passed them, then looking upwards and thanking the Great 
Spirit for giving them food to eat. With all the violence of their 
movements, their step did not carry them forward faster than the 
Jews cross the synagogue in the ceremony of carrying the penta- 
teuch from the ark to the desk. Had the venerable Boudinot, au- 
thor of the Star in the West, been present, he probably would have 
felt some confirmation of his ideas as to the Israelitish extraction 
of the Indians, especially in seeing the leader with a little imple- 
ment in his hand like the rramunm of the synagogue, singing, with 
a loud and clear voice, yd hé-wauh’, and the same word responded 
in an eighth lower at every repetition, by all the Indians, in exact 
time, as they performed their circumgirations. They know not the 
meaning of this word, which seems to be the Hebrew incommuni- 
cable name, with some aboriginal license in the pronunciation. 

Tat length ascertained what Wendungguhtah meant when he 
said that many chiefs were met in council upon the same business I was 
on. The great object of this council was to receive the moral in- 
structions formerly received from Gés'-kik-ké-wit'-nd Kon'-né-di'-é-i, 
the prophet, as he was called, Kiendtwohke’s half brother, who 
died about three years ago. The Indians appear now to think much 
of those instructions, and feel desirous of having them recalled to 
mind and re-delivered to the rising generation. Many long speeches 
were made, in which the lessons inculcated by the prophet were re- 
counted, and their importance wasarged by various, persuasive, 
energetic, and eloquent appeals. m 

John Sky, a Tonnewanta chief, delivered a speech which I judg- 
ed nearly three hours in length. Monsieur Poudre, grandson of one 
of Montcalm’s generals, who had been taken in infancy and brought 
up by the Indians, was sitting by me. He was sensibly touched 
with the charms of aboriginal eloquence, or the weight of the mat- 
ter under consideration ; he involuntarily gave frequent exclama- 
tions, showing that he felt what was offered, a part of which he in- 
terpreted to me, and from which it appears that this chief recapitu- 
lated the moral truths delivered by the prophet, and in enforcing 
them, said much upon the obligation of parents to set a good ex- 
ample before their children. At length, having exhausted his sub- 
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jectinpourtraying the evils of drunkenness, lying, stealing, cheating, 
and other pernicious practices, he said to his auditors— You must 
not do any thing bad ; you must not say any thing bad, you must not 
think any thing bad; for the Great Spirit knows your thoughts, as well 
as your words and actions. This is what the prophet taught us: you 
know it: and this is according to the Word of God!” In short, he 
gave an excellent moral sermon. Its length, however, was greater 
than would be acceptable in some christian assemblies ; yet not a 
few seemed to hang from the beginning to the end with fond atten- 
tion on the mouth of the speaker.. It must nevertheless, be added, 
that some showed as great a listlessness as we occasionally notice in 
some christian congregations; and afew threw themselves back upon 
the platform and fell asleep while the orator was thundering in peals 
of eloquence on the destructive effects of vice. 

Ki-at-ta'-é-d,a Buffalo chief, made a short speech in council, re- 
presenting the advantages of always fulfilling one’s engagements ; 
adding, that, eighteen years since, he formed a resolution never to 
break a promise, if he could possibly avoid it ; that he had ever since 
made it a point of conscience to fulfil the duties of that resolution, 
and that he had found the comfort of so doing. He closed his ad- 
dress by earnestly recommending it to his brethren to follow his 
example. 

At one time the attention of the tawny multitude was much ar- 
rested by the relation of a dream. Ka'-st d-dés’-tah, a slim, tall In- 
dian, stood stooping forward, his eyes fixed on the ground, with a 
grave and solemn countenance, as if something lay heavy on his mind, 
and stated, “I have had a dream, which in my sleep, I was direct- 
ed to relate in council ; 1 dreamed that the sun in the firmameni 
spoke to me. He told me to go to the Indians and tell them that 
the Great Spirit is very angry with them for their wicked ways. 
Tell them they must repent of their wicked ways and forsake them, 
or the judgments of the Great Spirit will come upon them. If they 
do not repent and forsake their wicked ways, this year, when the 
corn is in the cob, there will be astorm which will lay all their corn 
flat upon the ground and destroy it, and next winter there will be 
such a rain as they never saw before. The flood will be so great as 
to bury their houses in the water.” 

Ka-si-a-des-tah ‘came to these poor unenlightened Indians, like 
Jonah to the Ninevites, calling them to repentance. He did not 
however come in the character of a prophet, he simply related his 
singular dream ; yet appeared to feel as if it should be regarded like 
a communication from the Great Spirit. 

On the Sabbath, 19th July, I met with the Indians, agreeably to 
appointment, at the first Butlalo villaze—Billy, Pollard, Young 
King, Twenty Canoes, and other chiefs were present. Red Jacket 
and several more were still at Tonnewanta. Of Indians and squaws, 
from all parts of the reservation, there was a much larger collection 
than when I visited them last autumn. There were many more than 


-_ be accommodated in the council-house, where we assembled 
together. 
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Perhaps it is not generally known that if two or three chiefs and 
a few others only are present, the object of addressing all in the 
settlement is answered, because every public address » sla is 
repeated over and over to their people as they collect together, 
from cabin to cabin, for some days after. No congregation of white 

ople is to be found, where a discourse on any religious subject 
is better remembered or so fully repeated for the satisfaction and 
benefit of those who had not an opportunity to hear. What is 
spoken intelligibly to half a dozen is repeated not unfrequently to 
hundreds. ‘ 

I had an able interpreter in Thomas Armstrong. After singing, 
Mr. Hyde read the Lord’s Prayer, in Seneca, which he has recently 
translated.—This was probably the first time these Indians had 
heard it in their native tongue. I previously stated to them that 
their friend would repeat to them, in their language, this prayer, 
which was taught by 5 ae Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

In my address, after praying, and singing again, I spoke of the 
work of regeneration ; representing that all, whoever become the 
true friends of God, pass this wonderful change. I spoke of its glo- 
rious effects upon the temper, views, wishes, and disposition of all 
who experience this work of grace. I spoke of the plan of salvation 
by Jesus Christ ; of the necessity of repentance ; representing that it 
ns if genuine, not only a deep and heartfelt sorrow for sin, but 
2 forsaking of that hateful thing, so that it shall no more have a 
reigning influence; of the bible, the commands, promises, and 
threatenings contained in that sacred volume ; of the ten command- 
ments, how they were delivered to the children of Israel amid the 
thunderings and the quakings of the mount ; of the purport of those 
commandments, with a brief explanation. I exhorted them to listen 
to the momentous truths of the word of God, and closed my ad- 
dress, expressing the hope that, with the aid of their good friend, 
(Mr. Hyde,) they would before long be made more fully acquaint- 
ed with the precious instructions of the gospel, to the comfort, joy, 
and salvation of their immortal souls. 

It was almost sunset when the exercises were over. Pollard 
made a short address. His first sentence, delivered with a solemn 
countenance, was interpreted in these words: We thank the great 
Spirit that we are brought so near to the close of another day in health 
and strength. 

How many do we find, who have lived amid the full blaze of the 
light of the gospel, and never tender such a tribute of gratitude to 
the Giver of all good, as, upon this interesting occasion, dropped 
from the mouth ofthis poor heathen. There is reason to suppose 
that Pollard, like cornplanter, only needs to understand the gospel, 
to embrace it with all his heart. He said, some time since, that he 
is always thinking of the Great Spirit, and that he daily offers him 
his prayers. 

After the above expression of thanksgiving to Almighty God, 
Pollard, in the name of the chiefs, thanked me for coming again to 
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about the Great Spirit and the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
ohare | hoped that they chould be enabled to remember what 
I had told them, and with God’s merciful help give great attention 
to it, and that I might have health and strength to return in safety 

ome. 

7 Me Hyde has resigned the charge of the school, which he had 
kept for five years. He thought it would be advantageous to the 
Indians to suspend it for atime. ‘They now begin to express their 
desire for its recommencement. At present’ Mr. Hyde is busily 
employed in acquiring the Seneca, gradually preparing a grammar 
of that dialect, and translating into it the Gospel of St. John. In | 
this important labour he is assisted by Thomas Armstrong, with 
whom he was providentially brought to an acquaintance, when 
greatly desiring, but not knowing where to find one so competent 
to the task of giving him correct instruction. Mr, Hyde is actua- 
ted by an ardent desire to help the poor Indians around him to a 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. He has the confidence of 
those among whom he resides more than any other man. His 
occasional discourses, of which I wrote you last year, delivered 
and interpreted to them, have had a surprising effect. Last win- 
ter he delivered several of these, in which he gave a detail of the 
prominent Indian vices and unbecoming practices. He was led 
of course to speak of the unkindness with which the squaws were 
treated. Itgeems to be expected of them that they should do 
more than fHeir natures can well endure. They have been in the 
habit of cutting and bringing upon their backs the most of the fire 
wood they burn. Mr, Hyde became their advocate in his public 
addresses.—Directly after, the Indians bestirred themselves, went 
into the woods, cut a large supply of firewood, and brought it to 
their cabins in waggons. A squaw has scarcely since been seen 
with such a burden of wood upon her back as was often noticed 
before. This shows that they only want the right kind of instrue- 
tion, from such men as they esteem, to bring them from, at least, 
some of their evil practices. It is to be hoped that Mr. Hyde will 
be duly patronised and encouraged in all his operations for the 
best interests of a people whose spiritual welfare lies near his heart, 
and that he yet will become an ordained minister of the gospel 
among them. Mrs. Hyde and Mrs. Oldham, at Jennesadaga, 
having made considerable proficiency in the Seneca, have the op- 
portunity, as they have the ability and the disposition, to be of much 
advantage to the spiritual interests of the female part of their res- 
pective communities. 

In passing the Alleghany reservation I called upon some of the 
natives, but the principal interpreter was absent.—I spent a night 
with Mr. Thomas, a friend who has a superintendence over the 
Alleghany Indians, is much interested in their welfare, has been of 
essential advantage in promoting a knowledge of agricultural and 
mechanical] exercises, and in banishing the use of ardent spirits 
from the reservation. The school at Cold Spring is in a flourish- 
6 
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ing state. Another, established by the friends at Philadelphia, al- 
so in the Cataraugus reservation, has recently been commenced. 
Mr. Thomas, in his sequestered situation, had not heard of the 
Foreign Missionary Society.— informed him of the operations 
at Brainerd in Chiceamaugah, under that body. He expressed 
much gratification that manual labour was to constitute a part of 
the system to be pursued. 

[ arrived at Mr. Oldham’s, in Jennesadaga, 30th July. The ve- 
nerable Kiendtwohke (Cornplanter) soon came over to welcome 
me to his village.—He wished to know whenI should preach in 
that place ; when he was informed the next day, he,manifested a 
great desire to get an interpreter.—The next morning he sent a 
runner seven miles for one so early that he returned by eight 
o’clock, but, to our mutual regret, without success.—Cornplanter 
and a number of other Indians attended the meeting, with some 
white people from the Kinju flats. 

This aged chief had been under a mental derangement, but was 
nearly recovered when I saw him. He still expresses his desires 
for religious instruction, and his interest in the prosperity of the 
school, which continues, but under discouragements. Mrs. Old- 
ham has undertaken to teach the young females of the village to 
read, and to sew. Their proficiency has exceeded expectation. 
The afternoon I arrived Mrs. Oldham was gone with two of her 
pupils, grand-daughters of Cornplanter, to a quilting, at which these 
pupils acquitted themselves as well as any present? and much to 
their own gratification. 

Mr. Oldham, like Mr. Hyde, is continually advancing in a know- 
ledge of the Seneca, and is as much revered by the Jennessada- 
gans, as the latter by the Buffalos. He is pursuing theological 
studies, and, in due time, it is to be hoped that both of these wor- 
thy, pious men, will become stated preachers of the gospel to the 
Senecas in their native tongue. 

I am more and more impressed with an idea, every time I visit 
these neglected aboriginals, of the importance of preachers resid- 
ing among them, and communicating religious truths to them in 
their own liekites. Till this shall be the case, it is, no doubt, use- 
ful to send missionaries to them to keep alive their attention, which 
seems to be considerably excited, and, with the aid of interpreters, 
to give them what knowledge may be practicable of that gospel 
which must and will shortly be preached to every intelligent crea- 
ture, of every tribe on the face of the earth. 
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LATEST ACCOUNTS FROM THE SOUTH SEAS, 


We are indebted to our obliging correspondent at Bristol for the following in- 
teresting Missionary Intelligence, communicated for the Christian Herald. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Bicknell to Rev. Dr. Haweis. 


My dear partner is still at Eimeo, with my four children. I am 
at Taheite, with about ten natives, (converts,) going round the Island 
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preaching and teaching the gospel. I have many anxious cares about 
my family, and should have more if my whole time wasyot fully 
occupied in teaching the natives. We are all day teaching them to 
read and write, and chiefly to read the Catechism. In the afternoon 
I preach to them; in general, every day, (except Saiurday,) and three 
times every Lord’s day. They keep me up every evening asking 
me questions. The night before last they were at it all night. Since 
1 sat down to write this, a messenger has arrived from the King, who 
is at Eimeo, ordering that in every district a house should be built 
for a School, separate from the house for prayer, and that the best 
informed of the natives should teach the others to read. Many spell- 
ing books are now printing by the brethren at the Mission press, 
since -it arrived with brother Ellis—Sir, please to send us some 
books, some of yours and Mr. Jay’s Sermons. Thank Mr. Whit- 
church for Miss Pyke’s book, and his own: please to tell him I 
have not time to write more—hope he will excuse it. 

I am desired to thank you, on behalf of my Brethren, for your 
kind letter, which we received by Brother Ellis. Brother and Sis- 
ter Ormond are also safely arrived, and in good health, and labour- 
ing hard at the language. 

{ am at present at Papyreedé ; and the principal-chief of the Is]- 
and is with me, who is next the King. He and the natives are ve- 
ry pressing with me to bring my Wife and family here, and be their 
teacher. He often engages in prayer at our public services, some- 
times before, and sometimes after sermon, and writes the sermon in 
his journal. ‘The last Lord’s day we had at his place of worship 
600 people ; and we have daily about 100 that attend our family 
worship in this place. 

The importunity of the Leeward Islands has engaged the Mission- 
aries to divide into two bodies: one to go down to them, the other 
to rest with the Windward Islands with their Children, now become 
a large and increasing body. 


Translation of a Letter from Pomare, King of Otaheite, to the Rev. 
S. Marsden, Senior Chaplain of the Colony of New South Wales. 


Moorea, Afareaitu, 3d of July, 1817. 
Very Goon Frienp, 


Heattu and prosperity to you, and also to your family the sal- 
vation of Jesus Christ, who is the true Saviour, by whom we can 
be saved. 

The word of God has taken great root, or, made mightily to 
grow here at Tahite, and also verily at Raiatea, and also in the 
other islands ; the word of the true God is generally believed ; he 
himself caused his word to take root, and therefore it succeeds in 
these bad countries. From ancient times these countries were per- 
petually enveloped in gross darkness, but at this present time they 
are illuminated; by Jehovah himself the light was communicated, 
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consequently they are enlightened, and are brought to know and 
receive the xcellent word ; the Lord himself graciously sent us his 
word, therefore it is that we are now instructed. 

The idols of these countries are wholly abolished, they are burn- 
ed in the fire; also are abolished the various customs connected 
with them ; they. are totally cast away by the age or populace : 
all this has been effected only by the word of God, and as we have 
been taught, and because of our great love to the word of God; 
yea, even in all the surrounding lands this goodly company are now 

raising, or extolling Jehovah, for this cause, his having made 
Coan his word to all his people or congregation. 

Do not criticise what I have written, do not smile at my blunders, 
and what is faulty ; I know not how to write as I ought; I resem- 
ble an ignorant man; his word is easily misconstrued when we 
write. My good Friend, I am verily ashamed that I am so poor, 
having nothing that you may esteem; we are a people of no judg- 
ment, to know what to send, nor have we any thing that you may 
esteem acceptable. 

Mr. Ellis, and Mr. Crook, and Mr. Davies, are preparing to 
publish the Bible ; Monday, 30th of June, was the day they com- 
menced to make preparation ; all Tahite is rejoicing at this event, 
or, this work is cause of rejoicing to all Tahite, namely, the prepa- 
ration of the publishing of the werd of God. The word of Luke 
is nearly prepared ; and the word of David, the word of Jonah, and 
also of Job, are very nearly prepared, 

Write to me, that | may know what you have to communicate, 
and let me particularly know what you desire. 

Health and happiness to you, and to your family the salvation 
of Jesus Christ, the true Saviour by whom we can be saved. 

I am, aca Sir, 
Your’s, &c. 
KING POMARE, of Tahite, &c. &c. &c. 

Rev. S. Marsden. 


Letter from Rev. George Burder, to Rev. Dr. Haweis. 
Camberwell, June 30, 1818. 
My Dear Sir, 


I was@voured with yours of the 25th inst. inclosing Bick- 
nell’s letter, of which due notice shall be taken. I believe he is a 
faithful man, and has been useful in various ways to the Mission. 

I cannot but congratulate you, dear Sir, on having lived to see the 
desire of your heart gratified by the‘success of that Mission of which 
doubtless you are the Father. I believe your utmost expectations 
are exceeded, and a work is begun which will spread through all 
the Islands of the Southern Ocean. More letters have come to hand, 
all confirming what we before heard. You know that the press is in 
operation, Pomare printed off the first sheets. He is most zealous in 
promoting reading and writing, not only near home, but in distant 
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Islands—When Mr. Ormond was advancing towards the Society 
Isles he met two vessels from Otaheite, and on making inquiry, he 
found on board one of them a man sént by Pomare to Chain Island, 
on purpose to. teach the inhabitants to read, &c. and we understand 
that the natives of the surrounding and distant Islands who visit Ota- 
heite and observe the wonderful change, return home relating what 
they have seen, and endeavouring to produce the same in their res- 
pective abodes. 

The Brethren seem unhappily to have disagreed among themselves 
as to the division of labour in the different Islands, and also respect- 
ing the press, which we fear will prove a bone of contention, especia - 
ly as the King is so attached to it, that he talks of following it where- 
ver it goes. The directors therefore resolved, yesterday, to send out 
two presses more, one of which will, we hope, be shipped in a few 
days, and the other soon, as several ships are just about to sail. 

We are very much grieved at the extravagance of a committee, at 
Port Jackson, formed by desire of Mr. Marsden, to relieve him, whe, 
in order to supply the new Missionaries abundantly, have drawn upon 
us, within a few months, for more than £2000. On the receipt of 
the first bill, we wrote immediately to disallow any further proceed- 
ings by this committee, and allowing Mr. Marsden alone to lay out 
our money. | | | 

You have probably heard that Mr. Marsden has been cruelly slan- 
dered and persecuted in a Sydney paper, under the sanction of Go- 
vernment there. ‘The traducer is said to be the Governor’s Secreta- 
ry. Mr. Marsden has obtained a verdict against the libeller, but 
they seem to wish to drive him from the country. We hope he will 
be able to stand his ground. 

The aspect of Missionary affairs in the East brightens considerably. 
The truth begins to prevail. A great alteration is visible for the bet- 
ter at Calcutta and Madras ; among Europeans the influence of the 
i an declines, and the poor Hindoos begin to be ashamed of their 

ols. 

The two Buriats who visited St. Petersburgh, in order to know 
the Scriptures, have translated some of the Gospels into the Mongo- 
lian language, and have written to their Prince @ the subject, and 
are about to return to publish that Gospel in their country, East of 
Irkutsk where our Missionaries, lately arrived there, will probably 
accompany them. ‘Thus we approach the Northern door of China. 

All events bespeak the approach of better days, which if you wit- 
ness not on earth, you assuredly will'in heaven : for if angels rejoice, 
shall not the Redeemed ? 

_ Wishing you, dear Sir, much support and consolation, under your 
increasing infirmities ; I am, with great esteem, 
Your affectionate Brother, 


GEORGE BURDER. 
Rev. Dr. Hawes, Bath. 


—_—— 


Our correspondent states in addition, that Idolatry is universally 
destroyed in the Islands above mentioned ; that the Idols have arriv- 
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ed in England, are placed in the Museum, where they can be viewed 
on application at the Mission House, Old Jewry, London. It is also 
mentioned that the communication between the two bodies of Mis- 
sionaries is short, and easily performed in canoes. _ 


EE 


SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in Milton, (Va.) to the 
Editor of the Christian Herald. 

Three Sabbath Schools have lately been formed in this County. 
They afford abundant encouragement. I never saw children con- 
duct themselves with more propriety. My heart has been deeply 
and solemnly affected, whilst I have witnessed in those under my 
care the greatest attention, earnest solicitude to learn, and tears 
trembling in their eyes under the admonitions dispensed to them. 

The Second Annual Report of the Pleasant Valley Sunday School. 
SWith feelings of gratitude to the almighty disposer of events, the 
ladies are enabled to say, “surely the good hand of our God hath 
been upon us, and hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” Amid many 
discouragements, difficulties, and trials, their school continues to 
flourish, and is attended by near seventy children. They have, how- 
ever, to regret that adults do not attend as well as heretofore, on 
account of the difficulty of procuring a sufficient number of grown 
teachers. ‘Thus in many places, too great a portion of this labour 
of love, and to the real disciple of Christ, this truly delightful task 
necessarily devolves upon such as are too young to be expected to 
sey this duty with that fidelity or effect that might reasonably be 
ooked for from persons of maturity and experience. Oh, that those 
who are still going the giddy round of folly’s ring would pause and 
reflect on the precious talents thus squandered in idle pursuits, and 
the good thus withheld. Yet, notwithstanding all these hindrances, 
the children make great progress ih the art of reading in Scripture 
lessons and Catechism. Sure of the concurrence of all good citi- 
zens, and the sympathising prayers ef all the followers of him who 
hath said “ suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not,” the Society*still continue to sow in hope, and humbly pray 


’ that the blessed Lord of the harvest will, in his own good time, 


bring forth the fruit, and make them instrumental in gathering ma- 
ny a wandering lamb into the fold of heaven. 
Mary Ope tt, Secretary. 


Pleasant Valley, (Dutchess Co.) March 11, 1818. 


SABBATH SCHOOL AT NEWTON. 


After the services of Sunday the 8th inst. in the Episcopal 
Church, at the Lower falls, an examination of the Sabbath School 
established during the last. six months took place, highly creditable 
to the children, and gratifying to those who were present. The 
interest to which this little institution had given rise, and the ex- 
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pectations which were formed, were by no means disappointed. 
The surprising powers of the memory has been instanced in a pe- 
culiar degree in this school, as will be observed by the very large 

ortions of scripture recited in the space of three months, by seve- 
ral of the children not over 13 years of age. 

It must be gratifying to learn that the scholars had been excited 
to diligence by very little else than the approbation of their parents 
and instructors, and a desire of becoming acquainted with the 
Scriptures; as rewards had been distributed but once since the 
commencement of the school. - The following minutes contain a part 
of the progress made by some of the scholars since the 9th of Au- 
gust, 1818. ; 

A boy who worked in a Factory during the week, committed to 
memory and recited at school 3010 verses from the New Testament, 
and the answers to 430 of Cummings’ Questions. Another recited 
860 verses, and the answers to 250 questions. Five boys recited 
505 verses each, besides answers to questions. Seven recited over 
200 verses each. ‘Three boys recited over 104 verses each. Two 
girls, under thirteen years of age, recited over 750 verses each, to- 
gether with 20 or 30 Hymns. Three girls under this age recited 
470 verses each. Four girls recited over 209 verses each. The 
school has consisted of 50 scholars of an average, who together 
have recited 13,330 verses, 1796 answers to questions from difler- 
ent books, and 354 Hymns. The conduct of the children has al- 
ways been creditable to them, and this school can probably boast 
of as much, if not more order and good behaviour than any other 
in our state. It would almost appear as if higher motives than 
those which are wont to influence infantile minds had conduced to 
the rapid proficiency evidenced in the above statement, and the pe- 
culiar interest in, and attention to the objects of the school. It must 
be doubly pleasing to those instrumental in its establishment, and 
who have been engaged in the duties of instructors, to reflect upon 
the utility which already has, and to a much greater degree here- 
after must, attend their exertions. 

Societies for the distribution of the Bible and Religious Tracts 
are numerous in our days: yet unless through the medium of Sab- 
bath Schools, owing in general to the neglect of parents, the bless- 
ings which they confer will seldom extend to this most important 
period of life, when the mind, not yet accustomed to the associations 
of vice, is most susceptible of religious truth. Boston Ree. 

GLOUCESTER SABBATH SCHOOL. 

A Sabbath School was opened in the first parish in Gloucester on 
the first Sabbath in May last, and closed the last Sabbath in October. 
After the School was organized, and while the weather continued 
pleasant, the usual number of children present was 330; teachers 29 ; 
classes, 12 children each. One class of females committed 4,720 
verses of Scripture, and 345 hymns. Another class of females com- 
mitted 5.323 verses, and 620 hymns; and a third class of females 
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committed 6682 verses, and 59i hymns. Several children commit- 
ted over 1000 verses each ; besides a large number of hymns. Four 
females committed each the whole gospel of Matthew ; one the whole 

pel of John; and another female the whole gospels of Matthew and 
Ton containing 1950 verses, 34 hymns and the Prsnaiios Primer. 
The whole number of verses from the Bible committed and recited 
in the school was 44,876 ; the whole number of hymns 4190. In 
the 20 Testament classes the Doctrinal Catechism in Emerson’s 
Evangelical Primer was committed by nearly every child ; the His- 
torical by a very considerable number and the Assembly’s in part 
by all, and wholly by some. 

The general improvement of the children has been very percep- 
tible ; and the interest which many of them have taken in the object 
of the school highly laudable. The school flourished beyond the ex- 
pectations of its friends, and they have reason to bless God for an 
institution so eminently fitted to secure the best good of the rising 
generation. Boston Recorder. 


ed 


DOVER SABBATH SCHOOL. 

The Sabbath School which commenced in Dover on the 16th Aug. 
last was suspended on the Ist inst., to commence on the first Sabbath 
in April next. The average number of scholars has been about 110. 
Their lessons were from the scriptures, various hymns, and Watts’ 
Catechisms. ‘The number of verses in scripture recited were 9934, 
of verses in hymns 6029, answers in the catechisms 5366. We shall 
mention but one instance of individual performance: A little girl, 
seven years of age, recited 544 verses in scripture, 99 hymns, 361 
answers in catechisms. 

In addition to the above, many of the scholars recited the whole 
of the Assembly’s Catechism, and many questions proposed by the 
instructors were correctly answered. ‘The school was opened at 9 
o’clock in the morning, and immediately after divine service in the 
afternoon. Many children were thus induced to attend public wor- 
ship, who seldom, if ever, attended before. Those scholars who were 
capable were required to remember and recite the texts, which was 
performed by many of them to the satisfaction of their instructors. 

Dover paper. 
Extent of Sabbath School Instruction. 

It was stated at the Southampton school meeting, last week, that 
in Manchester alone, at the present time, no less than 22,434 ciuk 
dren are constantly instructed in sunday schools ; that the total num- 
ber of sunday scholars in Great Britain and Ireland is about 550,000, 
attended by about 60,000 teachers ; and that since the first effort made 
by the late excellent Mr. Raikes, of Gloucester, five millions of chil- 
dren have been under sunday school tuition. English paper. 


The Old South and Pearl-street Churches have. united in the 
Monthly Concert of Prayer, to be held in the meeting-house of the 
latter ; and have agreed to take up collections in behalf of the Je- 
rusalem Mission. ‘The last collection was $52. [ Bost. Ree. 
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t of the Board of Direction of the Society for the relief o 
cain Poor Widows with Small Children. fof 


On this twenty-first Anniversary of the Society, we cordially 

t the assembly of its benefactors. The statement we have to 

resent of the manner in which we have discharged the trust 

confided to us, as almoners of your bounty, must necessarily be 

simple. Its chief interest consists in its furnishing a fresh occasion 

to the feeling heart of renewing the delightful exercise of its bene- 
volent sympathies. 

The number of widows on the books of the Managers, during 
the last twelve months, has been constantly upwards of two hun- 
dred, together with about five hundred children under ten years of 
age. The income of the Society, for the past year, was scarcely 
sufficient to supply each family under its care with two dollars per 
month during the rigorous season, and afford a little relief to the 
sick during the warm weather. In order to provide a small stock 
of wood, it was found necessary to encroach on monies uniformly 
appropriated to the increase of the permanent fund. 

While the usual resources of the Society continue to bear so ina- 
dequate a proportion to the supplies required for so great a number, 
we shall be compelled, either to parcel out the monthly fare in such 
scanty portions as very imperfectly to fulfil the design of the Institu- 
tion, or to diminish the number of our pensioners. The Board, after 
long hesitation, have finally determined to adopt the latter measure. 
They are at présent the more reconciled to this course of proceeding, 
im consequence of the great improvements which have lately been 
made in the condition and management of the asylum provided for 
the poor of this city. We are persuaded that not a few of those who 
apply to this Society for relief, would be more comfortably situated 
in that establishment, than they could be by depending on the small 
pittance which can be afforded from our funds. 

The Board have to express their gratitude to Dr. John Beck, 
for his gratuitous medical aid, voluntarily offered, and dispensed 
with great kindness and generosity to the sick widows and chil- 
dren under our care. Our thanks are likewise due to Dr. Thos. W. 
Blatchford, for the same benevolent offer of gratuitous attendance 
on our sick poor, but which his removal from the city, not long 
afterwards, prevented him from affording. | 

Among the benefactions to the funds of the Society, we record, 
with gratitude, a legacy of five hundred dollars from the late Mr. 
Van Blarcom, of this city, paid to the Treasurer in June; and 
another of one thousand dollars, recently received from the ex- 
ecutor of the late Mr. Jacobs, who was some time past converted 
from Judaism to Christianity. 

These tokens of the smiles of a gracious Providence upon our 
Institution, ought to fill our hearts with devout acknowledgments 
to the giver of every good gift, and encourage us to trust in his 
mercy, which endureth for ever. 


We should do injustice to our feelings, were we not, on this occa- 
&* 








TT Ca Se 


ere 


=~ 


Pat er Soe ee 


Seis oe eels oe 


538 _ New College in Kentucky. 


sion, to express our condolence on the loss we have recently sustained 
in the death of a distinguished associate. The late Mrs. Rodgers held 
a seat in this Board, either as manager or first directress, for the last 
eighteen years of her life. Endowed with a sound and discriminat- 
ing intellect, and a heart susceptible of the tenderest sympathies ; 
possessing great firmness and decision of character, with a good 
knowledge of human life » and acting under the influence of esta- 
blished christian principle, she was well qualified to make a discreet 
and advantageous application of the charities of this Institution to 
the various necessities of its indigent subjects. We need not remind 
you with what zeal, fidelity, and ability, she fulfilled the several 
duties of those respective stations. But her labours are now ended, 
and she has entered into her rest. As followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises, let us not be weary in well 
doing; but be excited to renew our diligence, and to persevere 
unto the end in the discharge of those charitable offices which huma- 
nity and piety unite in claiming from us. 

The annexed account of the Treasurer will exhibit the pecuniary 
transactions of the Society during the past year. 


Fe ——————____________ 









































Dr. The Society for the Relief of Poor Widows, &c. in ace’t with Catharine Few, Treas. Cr. 
1817. ; jy 1817. 
Nov. |To Cash paid the Managers at |} jj Nov. By balance from last year,} 168/88 
1818. different times, : ‘ 2075) 72 |! To Cash received, 5 qrs. Interest 
Feb. 16 |To Cash paid for printing the on U. S.6 per cent. Stock, 131)42 
Annual Report, . ‘ 2/48 |} 30)To cash received, Legacy of the 
April 16 |To Cash paid, Rent for a Wood | late Mr. Van Blarcom, . 500 
Yard. Pee ee ae 45, |! To cash received, 5 qrs. Interest 
June, |To Cash paid for 350 loads of on Corporation Stock, . 75 
wood, carting, and piling, 72873 || Dec. |To cash received, Dividend on i 
To Cash paid for Collecting Sub- |_| Share of the New-York Fire 
scriptions, . . . 337 |} Insurance Company, : 11125 
Nov.7 {Balance carried tonew Account,| 300 10 || To cash received, Dividends from | 
; 1818. the Manhattan Company, 616'50 
Feb. 1 |To cash received, Interest on | 
j | } Bond, “ ° ° - 35) 
| | 4] 2)To cash received, Amount of col- 
lection at St. George’s Chapei,| 40010 
Tocash received, 1 year’s Interest | 
j | on Mortgage, 3 4 $15 
i To cash received, Subscriptions | 
{ and donations, : : 912.20 
|3155 35 $155 85 
et - 


NEW COLLEGE AT DANVILLE, KENTUCKY. 

We are happy in being able to state, on good authority, that the 
Synod of Kentucky, at their late annual meeting in Lexington, 
adopted measures for the establishment of a new literary institution, 
to be denominated “ The Kentucky College.” A plan of the con- 
templated seminary was devised and adopted. It invites the co-opera- 
tion of the different Christian denominations who agree in sentiment 
respecting the grand essential truths of the Gospel, while it makes 
provision for conducting the students through a regular course of 
Biblical instruction. The citizens of Danville having generously 
promised a donation of ten thousand dollars, on condition that the 
College should be located in that town, their offer on this condi- 
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tion was accepted. The institution will be established at Danville, 
which is situated in Mercer County, south of the Kentucky River, 
near the centre of the State, and which promises advantages in 
regard to health and accommodation of studentsy perhaps equal to 
any that could have been selected. We are informed that the public 
will be addressed on the subject of this College—that subscriptions 
will be opened, and donations solicited, for the purpose of raising 
the funds that are requisite for the erection of the buildings, the 
purchase of an apparatus, Nc. 

It seems not improbable that an important revolution in literary 
affairs is about to take place in this western country. The election 
of Mr. Holly to the presidency of the Transylvania University, 
when there was reason to believe that his religious sentiments were 
Socinian, excited the just indignation of all the real friends of 
evangelical truth and vital godliness in the west. And seeing he 
has accepted the appointment, and, agreeably to an arrangement 
of the trustees, is to preach to the students, it is confidently believ- 
ed that pious parents, of all denominations, who feel a due solici- 
tude for the best interests of their children, will withdraw their 
support from that institution, and combine their exertions for the 
establishment and endowment of a College which promises to be a 
blessing to the rising generation. Let Christians be united, active, 
and persevering in this cause, and dependent on God for success ; 
and they will doubtless be able to attain the object contemplated. 

[ Chillicothe Recorder. 


+ wT 


Extract of a Letter to the Editor of the Boston Recorder, dated 
New-Albany, Indiana, October 31, 1818. 

“The State of Indiana now presents a wide and hopeful field for 
missionary labour. Its population is about 150,000, and. is very 
fast increasing. The people, to a very considerable extent, are very 
desirous of hearing the preached Gospel. ‘There are many infant 
churches formed, but very few have ministers. ‘There are but 9 
Presbyterian ministers in the whole State. 

“In many places the people feel their need, and are begging of 
the few ministers they see for help. In other places the ignorance 
and wickedness in which they live excite our commiseration, give 
stimulus to prayer, and make us, in their behalf, cry for help. And 
to the Missionary societies we say, the need is great, the field is 
wide and hopeful. Men or Isrart, Hevp !” 

——— 


MISSIONARY TO ST. HELENA. 
The Pope has applied to the British Government for permission 
to send a Catholic Priest to Bonaparte, at the earnest solicitation of 
his relations at Rome. [ Boston Recorder. 


BIBLE CAUSE. 
The British Government have directed that all Bibles and Tes- 
taments exported by the British and Foreign Bible Society, shall 
he allowed to pass duty-free. [ Th. 
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Anecdote of the Reverend Joun Tuorrt, of Masborough, near 
Rotherham, Yorkshire. | 


The town of Rotherham and its environs had, for a considera- 
ble time, been ranked by serious people among those parts of 
Yorkshire which were least inclined to favour the spread of 
evangelical Religion; and when Messrs. Whitefield, Wesley, and 
others, attempted to disseminate divine knowledge in that neigh- 
bourhood, their persons and message were treated in general 
with the greatest contempt. The propagation of malicious false- 
hoods was encouraged, with design to counteract the good effects 
of their ministry. Mr. Thorpe ranged under the standard of their 
most virulent opposers; and not content with personal insult, added 
private ridicule to public interruption. Ale-houses became theatres, 
where the fate of religious opinions was to be determined. 

It was at one of these convivial resorts, that Mr. Thorpe and 
three of his associates, to enliven the company, undertook to 
mimic the Methodist preachers. The proposition was highly gra- 
tifying to all the parties present, ait a wager agreed upon, to 
inspire each individual with a desire of excelling in this impious 
attempt. That their jovial auditors might adjudge the prize to the 
most adroit performer, it was concluded that each should open the 
Bible, and hold forth from the first text that should present itself 
to his eye. Accordingly, three in their turn mounted the table, 
and entertained their wicked companions, at the expense of every 
thing sacred. When they had exhausted their little stock of buf- 
foonery, it devolved on Mr. Thorpe te close this very irreverent’ 
scene. Much elated, and confident of success, he exclaimed as 
he ascended the table, “ I shall beat you all!” 

When the Bible was handed to him he had not the slightest 
preconception what part of the Scriptures he should make the 
subject of his banter. However, by the guidance of Providence, 
it opened at that remarkable passage, Luke, xiii. 3. ‘ Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” No sooner had he uttered 
the words, than his mind was affected in a very extraordinary 
manner. ‘The sharpest pangs of conviction now seized him, and 
conscience denounced tremendous vengeance upon his soul. In 
a moment he had a clear view of his subject, and divided his dis- 
course more like a divine, who had been accustomed to speak on 
portions of Scripture, than like one who never so much as thought 
on religious topics, except for the purpose of ridicule! He found 
no deficiency of matter, nor want of utterance, and he has often 
declared, “ If ever I preached in my life, by the assistance of the 
Spirit of God, it was at that time.” The impression that the sub- 
ject made upon his own mind had such an effect upon his manner, 
that the most ignorant and profane could not but perceive that 
what he had spoken was with the greatest sincerity. 

The unexpected solemnity and pertinency of his address, instead 
of entertaining the company, first spread a visible depression, and 
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afterwards a sullen gloom upon every countenance. This sudden 
change in the complexion of his associates did not a little conduce 
to increase the convictions of his own bosom. No individual ap- 
peared disposed to interrupt him; but, on the contrary, their at- 
tention was deeply engaged with the pointedness of his remarks; 
yea, many of his sentences, made, to his apprehension, his own 
hair to stand erect! 

When he left the table not a syllable was uttered concerning 
the wager; but a profound silence pervaded the company. Mr. 
Thorpe immediately withdrew, without taking the least notice of 
any one ems and returned home with very painful reflections, 
and in the deepest distress. Happily for him, this was his last 
bacchanalian revel: His impressions were manifestly genuine ; 
and from that period the connexion between him and his former 
companions was entirely dissolved. Thus, by divine grace, “ the 
prey was taken from the mighty, and the lawful captive delivered !” 

Hell mourns sincere, as for an only son! 
A captive lost—and Heaven the prize has won ! 


nto 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY.—QUARTERLY EXTRACTS, No. II. 


STEREOTYPE PLATES. 


The Board of Managers have recently procured a set of stereo- 
type plates for the English New Testament, executed by Messrs. 
D. & G. Bruce of this city, in burgeois type, making thirteen sheets 
duodecimo. 

The set of plates for the Minion Bible, duodecimo, for Kentucky, 
were forwarded from New-York early in September. The plates for 
the Octavo Bible will soon be dispatched for the same destination, 

The New Testament part of the plates for the French Bible 
have not yet arrived from England, but are daily expected. 

The plates for the Spanish New Testament, duodecimo, casting for 
the Society by Messrs. E. & J. White of this city, are nearly 
finished. It will be a true copy of the text of the second edition 
of the New Testament printed at Madrid, Spain, in 1797, being 
a very literai translation of the Vulgate, executed by Rmo. P, 
Freire Scio pe S. Micuet, obispo electo de Segovia. 


The Board has resolved that it is expedient to appoint travelling 
Agents to aid in the organization of Auxiliary Societies, and other- 
wise promote the objects of this Institution, a committee has been ap- 
pointed to prepare a plan to that effect. 


TRANSMISSION OF BIBLES. 


In consequence of the want of sufficient information as to the mode 
of forwarding packages of the Scriptures ordered by Societies, the 
books are liable, in some instances, to be either lost or delayed in 
their transmission. In order to avoid those disadvantages,the Board 
of Managers request Societies to designate, in all cases, the manner 
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in which they are to be forwarded, the places to which they are to be 
sent, and the names of the Agents to whom they are to be consigned ; 
and as the expenses of transportation can be’ more conveniently paid 
by the Societies who order the books, or by Agents of their own ap- 
pointment, than by the Agent of this Society, the proper officers of 


those Institutions are respectfully desired to give directions for that’ 


purpose in all instances where it is practicable. 





As the expenditures of the Society for the paper, printing, and 
binding of its Bibles, are very considerable, and as by paying cash, they 
obtain both the materials and the work on much more advantageous 
terms than they could do on a credit, Auxiliary and other Societies 
are respectfully requested to remit to the Agent, as early as practica- 
ble, payment for copies of the Scriptures purchased of the Society. 


. Bibles not issued in Sheets. 

The disadvantages in regard to convenience, economy, and res- 
ponsibility, which have been experienced in supplying societies with 
Bibles in sheets, have determined the Board to order that no more 
unbound copies of the Scriptures shall be issued from the depository ; 
and that those issued shall be stamped with the name of this Society 
as soon as a suitable stamp can be procured. 


MEASURES CONCERNING CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FUNDS. 
Stationary Agents. 
The Board has resolved to appoint Agents in the principal places 
of the United States to receive and transmit such monies as may be 
paid to them on behalf of the Society. 


Publication of the Monthly Contributions. 

Measures have likewise been adopted to obtain the republication, 
gratis, in Newspapers printed in different parts of the United States, of 
the Trreasurer’s Monthly statement of contributions to the funds of the 
Society. ‘Those printers who may be disposed to render that service 
to the Bible cause in this country, will receive the cordial thanks of 
the Managers of the Society. By signifying their intention to that 
effect to the Agent of the Society in New-York, measures will be ta- 
ken to furnish them with one of the Newspapers of this city which 
print that statement under the authority of the Board. 


Congregational Collections. 

The Board have recently resolved, that every vag cme reli- 
gious or benevolent Society, which shall transmit to the Treasurer of 
the American Bible Society the proceeds of a collection made for its 
benefit, shal] be entitled to one half of the amount of such collection in 
Bibles at the cost prices, provided application for the same be made 
within one year. 

Bibles and Testaments printed. 

The following copies of the Scriptures have been printed for the 

Society during the last quarter :— 
2000 Octavo Bibles, 6000 Brevier Bibles, 
4750 Minion Bibles. 2500 Brevier New Testaments. 


as 
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Contributions to the Funds of the American Bible Society, in August, 
September, and October, 1818. 
From 40 Auxiliary Societies, in part for Bibles, and in 





part donations - - - $6928 43 
—— 3 Bible Societies, not Auxiliary, ditto - 463 89 
—— Charitable Societies - - - 7:18 
Congregational Collections - - 48 00 
—— Individuals, Members of the American Bible Society, 
or its Auxiliaries, for Bibles - - 301 18 
—— 1 Director, for Life - - - 150 00 
—— 57 Ministers, Members for Life - - 1715 17 
—— 8 other Members for Life - - - 240 00 
—— 16 Annual contributions - - - 102 00 
Total during the second Quarter - 9955 85 
NEW AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
IN MASSACHUSETTS: Acceded. Cor. Secretaries. Residence. 
Bristol Co. B. S. Sept. 16, 1818, Rev. A. Cobb, Taunton. 


Plymouth & Norfolk B.S. ~- Sept. 30, 1818, Rev. Saml. Deane, Scituate. 
IN CONNECTICUT: 

Middlesex Co. B. 8S. Nov. 4, 1818, J. Barnes, Junr. Esq. Middletown. 

Milford B. S. Oct. 4, 1818, Mr. Nathl. Adams, Milford. 

IN NEW-YORK: 
Guilford B. S. (Chen. Co.) Oct. 17, 1818, Mr. W. F. Dickinson, Guilford. 
Newburgh B. S. (Orange Co.)Sept. 9, 1818, | - Rev. John Johnston, Newburgh. 
Niagara Co. B. S. Aug. 27, 1818, Rev. James H. Mills, Clarence. 
Yorktown Fem. B. S.(W. Co.) May, 1818, Mrs. Mary White, Yorktown. 

IN NEW-JERSEY: 


Hunterdon Co. B. S. July 21, 1818, Rey. Samuel B. How, Trenton. 
IN PENNSYLVANIA: 

Chester Co. B. S. Oct. 1818, Rev. Robert Graham, Westchester. 
IN NORTH CAROLINA: 

Concord B. S. June 3, 1818, Mr. Edwin J. Osborne, Charlotte. 


IN INDIANA: 
Madison B. S. (Jefferson Co.) ——————— Mr. Thomas Crawford, Madison. 


The above, added to those published in August, make the total number of Aux- 
iliaries, now Officially known and recognized, to be one hundred and seventy-nine. 


RII 


Lines on the recent designation of Messrs. Parsons and Fisk, 
as Missionaries to Jerusalem. 


Where once the flow’rs of Eden flung their sweets ; 
Where meek-eyed Mercy first unveil’d her face ; 
Where Abram wander’d—David swept his lyre, 

And Jeremiah wept, and Daniel prayed : 

Where lived, and preach’d, and died, and rose again, 
The world’s sole Hope ;—and where the Book of books 
Was handed down, from heav’n :—there slow I rove 
In museful silence, lit by lunar beam 

Along the rows of willows hung with harps, 

And over Zion’s hill, and on the dust 

Of patriarchs, and saints, and seers, and kings: 

And there I sigh o’er desolation’s realm. 











Lines on the Mission to Jerusalem. 


Awe chills my soul—beneath “is holy ground”— 
I stop—and gaze—and hark ;—the nay is gone : 
“ The glory is departed.” Nought appears 

To lift devotions eye, or warm the heart. 

—Bone of my bone in superstition sunk !— 

No voice proclaims the Gospel—no sweet song 

Of Zion sanctifies the breeze. The mount 

Which heard Christ’s nightly prayer, now hears the yell 
Of hungry beasts—his friends all sleep in dust ; 

The garden where he groan’d—his cross—his tomb 
No monument denotes :—in ruin all 


Those things to which the Christian’s soul beats warm. 





Ah! shall no second Paradise here rise? 

Nor second choir of angels wing the air? 

Nor second Star announce the rising Sun? 

Shall the “ still voice” of God no more give force 
To Boanerges’ thunder? Peter’s zeal? 

Apollo’s smooth-ton’d eloquence ?—no more 


Encourage Paul in winning souls to Christ ? 


Blend, Prophecy and Providence, your rays ; * 
One blaze of light, one beam of glory form: 

Let faith, thus lumin’d, climb “ exceeding high,” 
Where once the tempted Saviour view’d the world ; 
And there move slow her telescope around. 
——’Tis done. Far to the West, 

Where sunk from Eastern ken the gospel-sun, 

She settles motionless the golden tube ; 

Her steady hand and tearless eye proclaim 

Some rays of bursting splendour midst the gloom : 
She sees two youth, of glowing, fearless soul, 

Gird on the burnish’d panoply of heav’n, 

The destin’d pioneers to Israel’s tribes, 

To call them from their wide dispersions home. 





Despair, away! Though dark the moral night, 
And chill the blast, where milk and honey flow’d, 
And where the glory subterranean lies :— 

Soon Palestine shall hear the potent voice ; 

Let there be Laght: from chaos shall emerge 

A fairer, holier, more enchanting scene 

Than ever smil’d beneath an Eastern sky. 3 





